Abstract: This paper presents the application of support vector regression (SVR) and adaptive neuro-fuzzy inference system (ANFIS) models that are amalgamated with synchronized phasor measurements for on-line voltage stability assessment. As the performance of SVR model extremely depends on the good selection of its parameters, the recently developed ant lion optimizer (ALO) is adapted to seek for the SVR's optimal parameters. In particular, the input vector of ALO-SVR and ANFIS soft computing models is provided in the form of voltage magnitudes provided by the phasor measurement units (PMUs). In order to investigate the effectiveness of ALO-SVR and ANFIS models towards performing the on-line voltage stability assessment, in-depth analyses on the results have been carried out on the IEEE 30-bus and IEEE 118-bus test systems considering different topologies and operating conditions. Two statistical performance criteria of root mean square error (RMSE) and correlation coefficient (R) were considered as metrics to further assess both of the modeling performances in contrast with the power flow equations. The results have demonstrated that the ALO-SVR model is able to predict the voltage stability margin with greater accuracy compared to the ANFIS model.
Introduction
In recent years, the voltage instability problem has become an imperative research area in the field of power system due to the advent of competitive electricity market inflicting towards an intense and complex planning that shove the system to operate near to their stability limits [1] . In such situations, and for better operation of the system, the voltage stability margins (VSM) and control actions must be determined in an on-line manner. Hence, it is indispensable that the measurement, the estimation, and the analysis be attained during a short period of time. Traditionally, the voltage phasors i.e., voltage magnitudes and angles at all system buses are provided by supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) typically every few minutes [2] . Nowadays, phasor measurement unit (PMU) is employed in many countries to enhance the security, reliability, and the efficient monitoring of the power system [3] . When compared to the slow nature of SCADA, PMU devices are able to provide the synchronized measurement data (voltages and currents), with great accuracy and 100 times faster than SCADA system [2] . However, due to the high cost of the PMU devices, it is neither economical nor possible to install these units on the entire power system buses [4] . On the other hand, the numerous tools that have been developed and introduced by the researchers to conduct a However, its application in voltage stability assessment is still in a small volume. Nevertheless, SVM has become a very interesting topic due to its successful application towards classification and regression tasks in other fields of research [28] . Cortés et al. [29] successfully employed every single SVM that was trained to classify the state of a system either it is secure, alert, or emergency. The final classification representing a system security assessment is obtained from the combination of each classifier output undertaken by using the Bayesian rule. This approach has been implemented that is relatively similar to the proposed multi-class SVM used for security assessment that has been discussed in [30] . In the proposed approach, there are four different statuses of system security: normal, alert, emergency_1, and emergency_2 for system splitting statuses that have been used to classify the system security. Further improvement of multi-class SVM has been undertaken by consolidating the pattern recognition approach for security assessment [31] . Support vector regression (SVR) is an extended version of SVM that has been used to predict the VSM of a power system incorporating flexible AC transmission system (FACTS) devices [32] . On the overleaf, a new methodology for on-line prediction of VSM has been introduced by deploying the SVR trained by taking into account the input information of real and reactive power load at all of the buses [28] .
Notwithstanding that SVR is an efficient method to solve the nonlinear regression problems, there are no general guidelines to define their parameters, which becomes an impediment to the breadth of the use of SVR in manufacturing applications and scientific research. Inappropriate chosen values of SVR parameters lead to over-fitting or under-fitting problems, and various parameter settings can also lead to considerable differences in performance [33] . Traditionally, experience-based trial and error [34] , grid search algorithm [35] , and gradient descent algorithm [36] are the most applied techniques to select the SVR parameters. Convergence to local minima point, computational complexity, and height computational time requirement are the major drawbacks of these conventional methods [37] . With the development of meta-heuristic optimization algorithms, some of them have been adopted to determine the SVR parameters, such as genetic algorithm (GA) [38] and particle swarm optimization (PSO) [39] . However, the performance of these methods is imperfect, the GA encloses a sequence of processes, i.e., coding, selection, crossover, and mutation, which could affect the speed and the precision of this optimization technique. In the same way, the effectiveness of the PSO is influenced by the particle's multiple parameters [40] .
This paper presents the application of SVR and ANFIS in predicting the VSM with regards to the input data of voltage magnitudes attained from PMUs. As the prediction capability of SVR model tremendously depends on the good selection of its parameters, the recently developed ant lion optimization (ALO) algorithm was employed to determine the optimal parameters of SVR model. Thereafter, the developed ALO-SVR model has been applied to assess the voltage stability and was compared to the ANFIS model. The effectiveness of the proposed approach is verified using the IEEE 30-bus and 118-bus test systems.
Voltage Stability Assessment
It is perspicuous that a power system operating at the pinnacle of the unstable condition is conspicuously referring to the voltage magnitude approaching to its limit and it is presented by the voltage stability indices. Many voltage stability indices have been used to evaluate the voltage instability condition [7, [41] [42] [43] . In this work, the voltage stability index (VSI) is taken as an indicator of voltage stability. The major advantage of this index is that the mathematical formulation is derived considering all of the system margins including active, reactive, and apparent power margins [44] . The derivation of VSI formulation is originated from a 2-bus system, where the active (P r ) and reactive (Q r ) powers at the receiving bus can be given by Equations (1) and (2), respectively., The voltage at V r , resulted from combining these equations with eliminating δ, can be expressed by Equation (3) . 
where V s and V r are the voltages at the sending and receiving buses, respectively; R and X are the line resistance and the line reactance, respectively. The maximum transferable power, S max , through the line is attained as the internal root phrase equals to zero [43] . There is only one solution for V s and V r is at the collapse point.
The maximum transferred active power P max , the maximum transferred reactive power Q max and the maximum transferred power S max can be expressed by Equations (4)-(6), respectively:
where θ is the load power angle, θ = tan −1 Q r P r . These Equations can be simplified by assuming high X to R ratio.
Therefore, according to these relations, the total on-line VSI can be calculated as [44] :
A small value of VSI indicates that the voltage magnitude at the load bus is close to its collapse point. Once the voltage magnitude at a load bus has reached its collapse point, and consequently the VSI is equal to zero and vice-versa.
A Brief Theoretical Background of SVR and ANFIS Models
This section explicates the theoretical background of SVR and ANFIS models with concise mathematical equations representing the relationship among all variables.
SVR Model
Support vector machine (SVM) was developed by Vapnik [27] on 1995. It has become a very important computational tool due to its successful application in classification and regression tasks [28] . SVR is an extended version of SVM that was developed to estimate regression functions and it has received an increasing attention in the estimation of nonlinear problems. The SVR is based on the mapping of the original data x nonlinearly into a higher dimensional feature space. In order to illustrate the concept of SVR, one should consider a regression function F, which is estimated based on a given training data, {(x i , y i ) i = 1, 2, . . . , n}, where x i are the inputs, y i are the outputs, and n is the number of patterns. SVR estimates the target values by using the linear equation as follows [45] .
where F is the output, w is the weight vector, b is the constant (bias), and ϕ(x) is the high dimensional real input vector. The ε-insensitive loss function is used to represent the deviation between the actual values and the regression function. This deviation can be treated as a tube spanning around the regression function. Any points outside of the tube are viewed as training errors. The coefficients w and b purporting as the support vector weight and bias calculated by minimizing the risk function as given below.
where
In Equation (12) , the first term is the ε-insensitive loss function. Moreover, the second term is used to estimate the function flatness. Accordingly, parameter C is used to specify the trade-off between function complexity and losses (penalty parameter). Two positive slack variables ξ and ξ * which are equal to zero if the data points are within the ε-tube. Then, Equation (12) can be transformed into the following constrained form [45] .
Subject to
The above problem can be solved by adding Lagrangian multipliers and considering the case of non-linear regression by including the mapping to the feature space:
where α i and α * i are the Lagrange multipliers. The vector inner-product (ϕ(x i )·ϕ(x j )) can be replaced by the kernel function K(x i ,x j ). Hence, the Equation (16) becomes:
The most commonly used kernel function is the RBF defined as.
where γ denotes the width of the RBF. Further details concerning the SVR can be obtained from [45] .
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ANFIS Model
Adaptive neuro-fuzzy inference system (ANFIS) was first introduced by Jangis [46] on 1993. It combines the two models of ANN and fuzzy system. ANFIS is composed of the features that able adjust the membership functions (MFs) and the associated parameters using the ANN training procedure [46] . ANFIS can set the MFs and the related parameters using ANN training procedure. It can be described as a multi-layered neural network, wherein, the first layer executes the fuzzification process, the second layer constitute several nodes that compute the degree of activation of any rules, the third layer normalizes the MFs, the fourth layer is having the nodes that compute the contribution of the ith rule to the overall output, and the last layer computes the final output by summing up the outputs of layer four. A typical rule set encompassed with fuzzy if-then rules can be expressed as, Rule 1 : if x isA 1 and y isB 1 , then f 1 = p 1 x + q 1 y + r 1 (19) Rule 2 : if x is A 2 and y isB 2 , then f 2 = p 2 x + q 2 y + r 2 (20) where x and y are the inputs, A i and B i are the fuzzy sets, f i is the outputs, p i , q i, and r i are the design parameters determined by the ANN. In this paper, the ANFIS with subtractive clustering (SC) based learning technique [47] is used. This technique has the advantage that its computation is simply proportional to the number of data points as well as its independence from the dimension of the problem under consideration. Therefore, simpler fuzzy inference system (FIS) models with few fuzzy rules can be obtained by using this technique even with the problems having a considerable number of inputs. This model is composed of significant features expedient for fast computation time [25] . An in-depth discussion regarding this algorithm can be procured from [48] .
Performance Evaluation
In order to evaluate the performance of SVR and ANFIS models, the difference between the predicted and actual output values was evaluated according to the correlation coefficient (R) and RMSE indices. The R and RMSE are determined as follows [40] .
where, a and P, are the actual and the predicted outputs, respectively; n is the number of data; a and P are the average of the actual and predicted values, respectively. The prediction model can be considered as robust in its performance if the correlation coefficient reached 1 and the RMSE close to 0.
On-Line Voltage Stability Assessment Using SVR and ANFIS Models
The proposed methodology deployed for an on-line assessment of voltage stability using the ALO-SVR and ANFIS models based PMUs measurements is illustrated in Figure 1 . The proposed methodology incipient with an off-line training for the ALO-SVR and ANFIS models and the outcomes will be an on-line monitoring of voltage stability condition incurred in a power system. During the off-line phase of working procedure, the inputs and outputs are generated based on a conventional power flow required for the training and testing processes of ALO-SVR and ANFIS models until it culminates to a stage wherein the well trained and tested model is then conveyed for an on-line phase of working procedure. In the on-line phase of working procedure, the real-time information, or data 
Data Preparation for the Training and Testing
The first step perpetrated in the off-line process involves the data preparation for the training and testing procedure of the ALO-SVR and ANFIS. The training and testing data sets are generated by varying both of the real and reactive powers. The load is increased from the base case until the system reached the maximum loading point yielding to the collapse in a power system operation delineated by a non-executable power flow solution. Simultaneously, the VSI is calculated corresponding to the different operating points. In order to accommodate the increased power demand, the active power generation should be increased reciprocally. The increase in the generation can be carried out by the use of distributed slack bus method [49] , or by the use of the optimal power flow (OPF) method. In this paper, the OPF technique [50] has been used. During its operation, the power systems face with a wide range of contingencies such as the loss of a transmission line, transformer or generating unit. When a contingency occurred, the power system configuration changes and leads to an inaccurate estimate of VSI by the trained models. In the present paper, a single line outage, which is the most frequent contingency that can appear, is considered. For a large power system, it is impractical and unnecessary to train the models for all of the possible contingencies; therefore, contingencies should be ranked according to their severity on voltage stability to identify the most critical situations.
The voltage magnitudes extracted from the buses where PMUs are installed are taken as the input variables of ALO-SVR and ANFIS models. In turn, the minimum corresponding values of VSI are considered as the output variables.
SVR Parameters Optimization
In order to obtain an effective SVR model with a good predictive ability, there are three parameters that necessitate being chosen carefully. These parameters include the penalty parameter C, the non-sensitivity coefficient ε and the kernel parameters (bandwidth of the Gaussian RBF kernel γ in this study). These parameters have a great importance in the regression accuracy and generalization performance of the SVR model [51] . In this paper, the recently developed ALO has been deployed to optimize the SVR parameters. 
Data Preparation for the Training and Testing
SVR Parameters Optimization
In order to obtain an effective SVR model with a good predictive ability, there are three parameters that necessitate being chosen carefully. These parameters include the penalty parameter C, the non-sensitivity coefficient ε and the kernel parameters (bandwidth of the Gaussian RBF kernel γ in this study). These parameters have a great importance in the regression accuracy and generalization performance of the SVR model [51] . In this paper, the recently developed ALO has been deployed to optimize the SVR parameters. [52] . It was inspired from the intelligent demeanor of antlion hunting mechanism for ants in nature. The mathematical modeling of ALO algorithm can be summarized in the follows procedures [52] .
1.
Random movement of ants: In nature, the ants walk in a random way when seeking for food. This stochastic movement is given by Equation (23) .
where cumsum is the cumulative sum, t represents the step of a stochastic walk (iteration), and r(t) is a random function expressed by the following Equation.
To confine the random walks within the search space, the ant movement must be normalized at every iteration as fellows.
where X i t is the normalized value of the ith variable, t represents the iteration, a i and b i are respectively the min-max of the stochastic walk of the ith variable, c i t and d i t are the min-max of the stochastic walk of the ith variable at tth iteration, respectively.
2.
Trapping in antlion's pits: The ant's stochastic move is influenced by ant-lions' traps, which can be modeled as follows. Building trap and sliding ants toward ant lion: The ant-lions' hunting capability can be modeled using the roulette wheel. The slipping of ants into ant lions pits is given by the Equation (27) .
where I is a ratio given as follows: 
4.
Catching ants and rebuilding the pit: when ant reaches the lowest part of the pit, the ant lion consumes it. To increase the opportunities for catching another ant, the ant lion takes the position of the latest caught prey and rebuild a novel pit. This process can be modeled as follows. where Ant i t is the position of ith ant at tth iteration.
5.
Elitism: The elite ant lion, which is the best ant lion obtained at every iteration, is saved and it must be competent to influence the locomotion of all the ants. Thus, it presumed that each ant unsystematically walks around a chosen ant lion by the roulette wheel and the elite at the same instant as follows:
where R A t and R E t are respectively the stochastic walks around the antlion chosen by the roulette wheel and round the elite at tth iteration.
Application of ALO in SVR Parameters Optimization
In this section, the ALO algorithm has been deployed to optimize the SVR parameters i.e., C, γ and ε. The proposed methodology can be briefly described by the following steps.
Step 1: Set the initial parameters of ALO, which are: the number of ants and antlions, the maximum number of iterations, the number of variables (SVR parameters), and the upper/lower bounds of variables.
Step 2: Initialize randomly the first population of ants and antlions.
Step 3: Train the SVR model using the training set and compute the fitness value of ant and antlions.
The root mean squared error (RMSE) was used as a fitness function.
Step 4: Find the better ant lion and consider it as the elite.
Step 5: For every antlion:
• Choose an antlion based on the roulette wheel • Update the values of c and d utilizing Equation (27) .
• Generate a stochastic move and normalize it using Equations (23) and (25) .
• Update the location of ant based on Equation (30).
Step 6: Compute the fitness of every ant.
Step 7: Substitute an antlion with its corresponding ant if it is better using Equation (29).
Step 8: Update the elite if an antlion becomes better.
Step 9: Check the stopping criterion: if the stopping criterion is achieved go to the step 10. Otherwise, loop to the step 5.
Step 10: The position of the elite comprised the optimum values of SVR parameters.
Results and Discussion
In order to investigate the performance of the proposed SVR and ANFIS models used as tools of prediction, the accuracy of predicted VSI will be analyzed for the case studies of IEEE 30-bus and IEEE 118-bus test systems. The important parameter values of these systems are given in Table 1 and the other detailed parameters can be retrieved from [53] . In the on-line assessment of voltage stability, the optimal number, and placement of phasor measurement technology based PMUs should be implemented beforehand in such a way that pervasive as well as a coherent observation on the network performance could be rendered with a minimum cost of investment and implementation. In order to obtain the optimal number and locations of PMUs with the aim of static state estimation, the systems were simulated in Power System Analysis Toolbox (PSAT) software version 2.1.5 [53] . The optimal number and locations of PMUs for both test systems are shown in Table 2 . On the other hand, to identify the most critical contingencies, contingency analysis was carried out for all single line outages in both systems. The selected contingencies, for both test systems, along with their corresponding VSI in the base loading condition, are shown in Table 3 .
The acquired outcomes i.e., the voltage magnitudes and phase angles measured from the PMUs will be used as the input information for the SVR and ANFIS models to estimate the on-line VSI. 
Implementation of ALO-SVR and ANFIS Models in VSI Prediction
This sub-section will divulge on the performance of ALO-SVR and ANFIS models that are used to estimate the VSI of an IEEE 30-bus and IEEE 118-bus test systems. The models were trained and tested using the voltage magnitudes that were taken as the input variables procured from the PMUs right after the load flow solution is performed and the output variable for the models will be the prediction of minimum VSI. The training and testing data sets for both models are generated for the different loading conditions and critical contingencies. The subsequent step involved in the training and testing of ALO-SVR and ANFIS models is to identify the best structure and characteristics that will improve the performance of both models in prediction.
With respect to the development of optimal SVR structure, there are two main steps involved via the selection of kernel function and optimization of the values of penalty (C), ε and kernel parameters. In this research, the Gaussian RBF is used as the kernel function. The performance of the SVR based Gaussian RBF kernel is highly dependent on the RBF kernel width (γ). Unfortunately, there are no defined rules for determining the optimum values of C, ε, and γ since these values should be determined in accordance with the current situation of implementation. As aforementioned, the ALO algorithm seeks for the optimal values of C, γ, and ε parameters.
When using the ALO algorithm for identifying the optimal SVR parameters, some parameters must be determined, such as the maximum number of iterations, the number of search agents (candidate solutions), the fitness function, the number of variables, and the upper/lower bounds of variables. In the present study, the number of iterations was set to 200 with a various number of search agents (10, 30, 40, and 50) to evaluate the impact of these parameters on SVR performance. The RMSE was considered as a fitness function in the optimization process. Moreover, the stopping criterion in this study is the set number of maximum iteration. The ranges of C, γ, and ε parameters are as follows: However, there is a small difference among them in the convergence speed. The optimal found values of C, γ and ε parameters for both systems are shown in Table 4 .
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Impact of PMUs Outage on ALO-SVR Performance
The effectiveness of the proposed ALO-SVR model in the estimation of VSI was also checked in the case of PMUs loss contingency. Table 7 lists the performance indices of three test scenarios with PMUs outage for both test systems. These scenarios include the outages of one, two, and three PMUs in both case studies of IEEE 30-bus and IEEE 118-bus test systems. From the Table 7 , it can be seen that the proposed ALO-SVR model is still able to accurately predict the VSI when PMUs outage is considered. 
Conclusions
In this paper, the use of SVR and ANFIS based synchrophasor measurements for on-line voltage stability assessment has been presented. The antlion optimizer (ALO) algorithm is adopted as a search strategy to seek for the optimal parameters of SVR and a new hybrid model, namely ALO-SVR, model is proposed. The voltage magnitudes obtained from PMUs, for both the base case and for a selected number of contingencies, are used as the input variables of ALO-SVR and ANFIS models, while the output variables are the minimum values of VSI. The performances of the two models are evaluated in terms of the correlation coefficient (R) and RMSE. The results suggested that the two models can be successfully applied to predict the VSI. However, the ALO-SVR model gave a better performance than the ANFIS model. The study showed also the impact of PMUs loss contingency on the predictive ability of the ALO-SVR. The results revealed that the model is able to accurately predict the VSI in the case of PMUs loss contingency.
